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Important Introduction
 

Thank you for requesting a copy of this important guide.

Whether you’re looking to buy your first home, upgrade to a new home, buy an 
investment property, or refinance your existing loan, you’re about to discover the 
exact process we’ve developed to help you get the very best loan, and save years in 
repayments, fees, and tax, so you can live more comfortably and securely -- now and in 
the future. And how we help make the process of getting a loan, easy and stress-free.
 

Now, when I talk about ‘savings’, I mean hundreds of dollars a month (to enjoy or use 

to pay your loan off years sooner), thousands of dollars a year, and tens of thousands of 
dollars over the life of your loan.

 

You will see real examples of this throughout the guide. And hear stories of how we’ve 
helped clients go:

 

 From financial stress and anxiety… 

to immediate relief and confidence in servicing a mortgage

 From the defeat of finance rejection… 

to the excitement of moving into your first home and building your own financial 
future rather than paying for somebody else’s

 From overworked and overtaxed… 

to an exciting journey towards financial freedom by legally redirecting tax dollars 
into investment properties

 From watching every cent... 

to having a financial buffer that lets you enjoy life without feeling guilty

 From feeling ripped off… 

to knowing you have the absolute best loan and are not paying a cent more than 

necessary

 From the doubts and frustrations of DIY loans… 

to the confidence and certainty of having a trusted expert helping to optimise 
your finances so you can live more comfortably and securely – now and in the 
future  

 From financially stuck… 

to financially free!
 

Over the past 22 years we’ve helped more than 2183+ people get the best loan and save 
thousands. I invite you to follow our proven process (outlined in this guide) and save 
thousands too.
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About The Author
 

Scott McDonald is a property investor, registered Mortgage Broker and the Director of 
Aussiewide Financial Services. 

Over the past 22 years, Aussiewide has successfully helped more than 2183+ home 
owners and property investors in Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula get the best loan 
and save thousands in interest, fees and tax. 
  

We are a family business, supporting the local community professionally and socially 
(go Cats!). Our office is conveniently located at 255 Moorabool Street, Geelong (just 
down the road from Kardinia Park).
 

We offer flexible appointments in our office, in your home, or online via Zoom.
 

If you have any questions about this guide, there’s no need to sift through a confusing 
website or wait on hold with an overseas help desk (like our corporate cousins use) – 
you can speak directly with one of our expert team members on (03) 5222 7453 or at 
hello@aussiewidefs.com.au.
 

I look forward to helping you get the best loan that saves years in repayments, interest 
and tax, so you can live more comfortably and securely, now and in the future.

To Your Success,
 

Scott McDonald 

Director, Aussiewide Financial Services
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Consider How You Compare

The average mortgage in the Geelong and Bellarine Peninsula region is around 
$450,000. And the average monthly mortgage payment is $2020 (at 3.5%).

This equates to 25.4% of the average household income - a significant slice of the pie!

We estimate that about 70% of Geelong and Bellarine Peninsula home owners and 
investors are needlessly overpaying interest, fees and tax relating to their home and 
investment loans.

 

Over the past 22 years, we’ve interviewed thousands of mortgage holders. And we 
have (consistently) been able to save seven in ten people at least $330 per month in 
repayments.

 

Now, maybe that doesn’t seem like much. But over a year it’s…
 

 z $3960 to reduce your debt and slash years off your loan.

 z $3960 to enjoy on lifestyle, luxuries, and holidays.

 z $3960 to put towards education and opportunities for your children.

 z $3960 to invest for greater financial security for your future.

 

What would you do with an extra $3960?
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Why Are So Many People Paying More 

Than They Have To?
 

If seven out of ten people can save $3960 per year (or $118,800 over the life of their 
loan), why don’t they?
 

Some Mortgage Brokers and financial commentators call it the ‘lazy’ or ‘dumb’ tax.
 

We don’t like those terms, because we understand how long it takes to compare loans. 
And how uncomfortable negotiating with large financial institutions can be. So we 
understand why most people never find the best loan, let alone seek out the best deal 
as their situation and the market changes.

 

That’s why we make finding the right loan so easy…
 

 You deal direct with your own expert Mortgage Broker right here in Geelong (no 
international switchboard or help desk to give you the run around)

 You get step-by-step help to gather the documents you need and fill in any forms

 You get an entire team of finance professionals to optimise your finances for 
maximum savings (including tax)

 All this (and more) without paying a cent
 

But it doesn’t start with your loan.
 

It starts with you. And that’s why it’s 
important to deal with a local business 
that knows the area and understands your 
needs. Which leads me to the first step 
in our proven process: A Free Lending 
Strategy Session.
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Step 1: Free Lending Strategy 

Session
 

Too many banks and brokers dive in and try to pitch you a loan, whether it’s right for you 
or not. And it means many Australians are stuck with inferior finance that costs them 
thousands in wasted interest, fees, and taxes.
 

We prefer to follow author Stephen Covey’s advice:
 

“Seek first to understand, then to be understood.”
 

We take time to understand your situation. This can be done through an appointment in 

our Geelong office, in your home, or online via Zoom.
 

More specifically, we’ll help you:
 

Document your current financial situation

Set benchmarks and goals for your future  

Create an easy-to-follow plan and timeline to bridge the gap between where you 
are and where you want to be

Understand what government grants may be available (and how to apply)

Introduce you to other members of our team who can help you optimise your 
finances to help you save even more (including tax)
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And don’t worry if you haven’t got everything worked out yet. This session also gives you 
the chance to ask questions and get some clarity around the possibilities, so you feel 
more equipped to make decisions. Frequently asked questions include:

 z How much deposit do I need to save?

 z How much will I be allowed to borrow?

 z Should I look for the lowest interest rate?

 z What will my repayments be?

 z Should I get a variable or fixed-rate loan?

 z Do I qualify for any government grants?

 z How long will it take to get approved?

 z Will I need to pay stamp duty?

 z Will I need to pay lender’s mortgage insurance (LMI)?

 z How can I get pre-approved?

 

Whether you’re ready for a new loan right now, or you’re still months away from making 
a decision, it’s never too early to understand your options. A Free Lending Strategy 
Session is your first step.  
 

There is no cost or obligation. And there is certainly no selling. This is an information 

gathering session that enables us to help you best.

“A Builder friend recommended I give Aussiewide Financial Service a call as I 

was seeking finance for our owner build project. Owner building has its own 

financial challenges and specific requirements. Dealing with Andrew and 

Sandra made things fall into place for us. They kept us informed throughout 

all stages of the application process which took a lot of pressure off me. 

Really happy with the Personable service. I recommend them where I can. 

Great service. Great people.”

- Mike Randall

 

https://aussiewidefs.com.au/strategy
https://aussiewidefs.com.au/strategy
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Step 2: Comparison

 

Many people will shop around to save a few cents a litre on their fuel, but they don’t feel 
equipped to compare loans from the big four banks, let alone the many other lending 
options. They just accept whatever loan their current bank offers. And as a result, they 
end up overpaying thousands in interest, fees, and tax.
 

On your behalf, and completely free of charge, we conduct a comprehensive 
comparison of hundreds of loans from more than 40 lenders. Once we find the best 
loan, we negotiate harder to get you an even better deal.
 

Sometimes we can even get you a better deal with your current bank. Other times it will 
be with another reputable lender. In any case, we leave no stone unturned to find you 
the very best loan for your situation.

 

This process usually takes around 7 days. Then we’ll give you our professional 
recommendation. But of course, you are under no obligation in any way.

“Aussiewide provided my family and I with a 5 star service. For us, finding the 

right loan, at the right rate was a daunting thought. Scott and the team made 

the process extremely smooth and easy through his professionalism and 

ability to openly communicate with us at all times. 

Being guided towards an affordable loan rate has allowed us to be financially 

comfortable. This has taken the pressure off and ensured we can now enjoy 

our dream home as a family. Thanks Aussiewide!”

- Andrew Cook
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Step 3: Recommendation
 

Once we’ve completed a comparison of loans from more than 40 lenders, we’ll present 
our recommendation.

 

If we’re helping you to refinance and we discover that you already have the best loan, we 
will tell you.
 

Once we find the most appropriate loan for your situation, we will give you a clear 
financial forecast outlining the repayments and the savings you’ll enjoy monthly, and 
over the life of your loan.

Worked Example

In the example below, we were able to find a more competitive loan that reduced the 
client’s interest rate from 3% to 2.5% on a $450,000 mortgage. 

This alone saved $42,903 over the lifetime of the loan. 

If you kept the original repayment amount, with the new lower rate, you would save 
an additional $17,438 and wipe off 2 years and 7 months from the mortgage.

...Bringing the total savings to $60,361 over the lifetime of the loan!

Loan Comparison Calculator

Loan Amount

Upfront Fees Upfront Fees

Ongoing Monthly Fees Ongoing Monthly Fees

Intro Rate Intro Rate

Intro Term Intro Term

Ongoing Rate

Initial per month

Loan 1

$0.00

$1,917.22

$690,299

$0.00

$1,798.04

$647,396

Loan 2

Ongoing per month

Total payments

Ongoing Rate

Loan Term$450,000

$100 $100

$20 $20

3.00% 2.50%

0 months 0 months

3.00% 2.50%

30 years

Enter common loan details

Enter loan 1 details

View your results

Loan 2 will save you: $42,903 

Loan Balance Chart

Saved Interest and Fees 

Years

$60k

$40k

$20k

$0
0 3015 20 25105
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m
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u

n
t 

sa
v

e
d

Enter loan 2 details
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You can be confident that our comparison and loan assessment process is completely 
independent. And any recommendations we make are genuinely in your best interest. 
After all, our trusted reputation is the result of serving Geelong clients well for more than 
22 years.

 

If you like our recommendation, we will invite you to apply for Loan Pre-Approval
 

This continues to be a free service with absolutely no obligation to go ahead with 
any loan. It helps you understand your precise borrowing capacity, so you have the 
confidence to look at and bid on properties, knowing the money will be ready when you 
are. It’s the next important step in being prepared.
 

To further support you in finding, building, or renovating your home, we will be glad to 
introduce you to the network of trusted professionals we have established over the past 
22 years as a local Geelong business.  
 

“Scott and the team have provided me with peace of mind and an 

exceptionally better deal than what I was on. The courteous, polite and 

professionalism afforded to me by all was exceptional. 

The communication was clear and they were supportive at every step of the 

process. Their transparency always made me feel prioritised and valued. They 

went over and above to make this process as easy as possible for me.

Their responses to queries, even outside standard business hours, was 

exceptional. I have recommended both friends and family.”

- Fleur Olivia Alice
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Step 4: Pre-Approval

 

Formal Pre-Approval is an important step in buying a property because it enables you 
to find the house you want, knowing that you have the money to buy it (subject to the 
lender approving the final property).
 

But it doesn’t cost you anything (until you settle the loan).
 

And it doesn’t obligate you to anything.

 

Basically, it’s a no cost, no risk way of lining up the finance so you can:
 

Know exactly how much you can borrow

Shop for the house you want knowing you have the money available

But don’t confuse Formal Pre-Approval with a Loan Estimate. Some banks and brokers 
try to save time and avoid risk by merely giving you a Loan Estimate instead of Formal 
Pre-Approval.
 

An estimate is not a guarantee that you will get the money. It’s just an informal 
approximation of how much you may be able to borrow. It doesn’t commit the bank to 
anything. So, you can’t count on it.
 

We ensure our clients always get Formal Loan Pre-Approval. This process will require 
documents including:

 

Identification

Proof of income (payslips / profit and loss)

Bank statements

Credit card statements

Personal loan statements

Unlike other banks and brokers who merely provide you with a packet of application 
forms to fill in (yuck!), we pre-fill all your details, and help you gather all the documents, 
saving you hours of admin.

Simply sign and your Pre-Approval is underway. No cost. No obligation whatsoever.
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Step 5: Approval

 

Once you’ve found your dream property, you’ll move to the Approval stage. This is where 
the lender assesses your loan in relation to the specific property. They will need to have 
a copy of the signed contract and will usually arrange a professional valuation to ensure 
the loan amount stacks up against the purchase price.

 

You may also be required to provide more documentation for final credit checks (which 
we will again help you with).
 

This final approval process during the contract period gives you time to make other 
arrangements including home insurance (we’ll provide a checklist to help you work 
through these things).
 

When you receive final approval and sign the loan offer documents, your finance will be 
set (according to the specifications in the offer) and you’ll be ready for settlement, when 
the house will become yours.
 

“Sanda and Andrew worked perfectly together to keep in contact with us 

throughout the construction process. All invoices were processed to the bank 

quickly and without delay, resulting in no financial delay to our build.”

- Aimee Glen
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Step 6: Settlement

 

Settlement is the process where you and your lender release the funds to the current 
property owner in exchange for the deeds to the property.
 

And it’s the day you get the keys and are free to move in!

 

Your solicitor will guide you through this process (we can introduce you to a trusted 
solicitor who can help).
 

You may also be required to pay government charges including stamp duty which we 
will help you budget for.
 

After settlement, you will be required to start making loan repayments. If you ever have 
trouble meeting repayments, it’s important that you let us know so we can communicate 
with your lender.
 

Remember, it’s in your lender’s best interest to help you meet your repayments, so they 
will be keen to work with you to get back on track. The important thing is that you speak 
up the moment you’re having difficulties paying. Don’t wait until you miss a payment.
 

“AWFS team helped us with our first home finance. Their support and 

guidance was on the point. Special thanks to Andrew and Sanda for pushing 

through my application with the bank within a week to meet my settlement. 

Great team, will reach out to them for my future investments.”

- Samarth Patel
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Step 7: Regular Reviews
 

The lending market is constantly changing. As already discussed, most home owners 
and investors overpay on their loans simply because they don’t regularly compare loans.

 

When you choose Aussiewide, you don’t have to worry about that. We carry out regular 
reviews for you – automatically and free of charge.
 

Sometimes we can simply negotiate a better offer from your current lender. That means 
you don’t have to do anything – your interest rate will just go down. So, you can either 
choose to:

 

Maintain your repayments, pull ahead on your loan, and pay your property off 
sooner.

Or you can choose to reduce your repayments to put more cash in your pocket.

 

If we find a better loan with another lender, we’ll pre-fill all the paperwork so all you have 
to do is sign and save.

“Amazing service, four months after getting a loan they sent me a note telling 

me they had refinanced it for a better rate and a $7,000 per annum saving 

unprompted and with nothing needed from me. Very happy customer.”

- Edward Scott

 

 



How To Get The Very Best Home Loan,
And Save A Fortune On Interest, Fees And Tax Along The Way15  |

Bonus Step: Investing to Save Tax and 

Secure Your Future

Once you have your own home, you may like to consider leveraging the equity by 
investing in another property. This is a popular way to save tax and grow your wealth. In 
fact, 20% of Australians already own at least one investment property. Many own several.

Not only can we introduce you to experts who can help you with this (everything from 
finding a property to optimising your finances for maximum returns), we have a whole 
process to make property investing easy and profitable including:

Review Your Existing Loan/s: Before thinking about any new finance, we 
ensure your current loans are the best available.  

Confirm Your Equity Position: In order to determine how much you can 
borrow for an investment property (without needing Mortgage Insurance) we 
help you analyse and document your current equity position. This may involve 

an independent valuation of your current property.  

Structure Your Investments: Investing in property is not a hobby, it’s a 
business. We help you get the structure right from the beginning to give 

you maximum stability and control, so you can grow your wealth without 
unnecessary risk.

Minimise Tax: Investing in property not only allows you to leverage equity in 
your current home, it opens you to leverage opportunities in terms of rental 
income and tax savings. We’ll help you optimise your finances to legally 
redirect tax dollars to reduce your debts and grow your wealth faster.  

Road Map: You’d never begin a journey without a map. We’ll help you create 
an investment map including a cashflow forecast that demonstrates the future 
results of your investments, so you know exactly where you’re heading. 

Debt Reduction: While ‘good debt’ (leverage correctly) will help you grow your 
wealth, the end goal is always to pay off the debt to maximise your income. 
We’ll give you simple strategies to reduce your debt (faster) without having to 
put your hand in your pocket. 

Loan Application: As always, we’ll guide you through every step of arranging 
your finance including all the fine print, and pre-filling all the paperwork to 
save you hours of admin.

Ongoing Support: We’ll stick with you for the entire journey, helping you with 
cash flow and budgeting, so you reach your financial and lifestyle goals. 

01
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Your Next Step to Getting the Best Loan
 

Now you understand our process in helping you get the best loan that saves years in 
repayments, fees, and tax, so you can live more comfortably and securely, now and in 
the future.

 

Whether you’re ready for a new loan right now, or you’re still months away from making 
a decision, it’s never too early to understand your options. Take the first step towards 
saving with a Free Lending Strategy Session during which…
 

 You’ll get an accurate picture of the loans available in the current market (and 
how much you may be able to borrow and save). 

 You’ll get more clarity around how much difference a small interest rate, fee and 
tax saving can make over the life of your loan (Hint: It’s often tens of thousands of 
dollars). 

 You’ll explore ways to structure your finances to legally redirect tax to pay your 
loan off years sooner or invest for even greater returns.  

 And you’ll learn about how our unique process helps you save thousands in 
interest, fees and tax, so you can free up thousands of dollars to enjoy now and 
invest for your future.  

 

Please be assured this session will not be a thinly disguised sales presentation. On 
the contrary, you will receive specific information and ideas to help you refinance and 
optimise your loans for maximum savings.
 

If you like our ideas, you may be interested in joining the hundreds of clients we help. Or 
you can take the valuable information we provide and implement everything yourself. 
Either way, you have nothing to lose.
 

https://aussiewidefs.com.au/strategy
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Specific Advice for Your Situation
 

Book your Free Lending Strategy Session and discover how to get the best loan that 
saves years in repayments, interest, and tax, so you can live more comfortably and 
securely, now and in the future.
 

Each month you delay could be costing you hundreds of dollars in unnecessary interest, 
fees, and tax. Let us help you save.
 

Please contact our office on (03) 5222 7453 with any questions and to arrange a time for 
your Free Lending Strategy Session.
 

Whether we end up helping you with your loans, we wish you and your family all the 
very best. Who knows, we may bump into each other at a Cats game, or relaxing by the 
foreshore one afternoon. We love Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula. And we love 
helping locals save.

 

I look forward to meeting you soon.  
 

 

Scott McDonald 

Director, Aussiewide Financial Services

https://aussiewidefs.com.au/strategy
https://aussiewidefs.com.au/strategy

